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GIVE A KID 
THE CHANCE 
TO SEE 
WHERE CHESS 
CAN TAKE THEM
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MAKE YOUR MOVE TODAY

BUILD TOMORROW’S 
WORKFORCE

What if you could 
design the perfect 

employee? 
What traits would 
you put at the top 

of the list?

One activity can 
develop these 
important traits:

Ability to solve 
problems

Critical 
thinking

Analytical 
thinking skills

Goal-setting

Ability to plan

React quickly 
to changing 
conditions

Make quick yet 
smart decisions

Develop strong 
concentration skills

Develop 
leadership skills

Build confidence

IT’S CHESS!  
What is that activity?



INFORMATION, PLEASE

ALL ABOUT 
CHESS AND KIDS

Chess and Kids is a chess 
education organization dedicated 
to providing core development and 
enrichment program taught 
by experienced and nationally 
recognized chess masters.

For many kids, chess could 
be the answer to improving 
behavioral, emotional, and 
learning challenges. Children 
of all ages enjoy challenging 
their friends and classmates 
during lessons and in 
tournaments that 
Chess and Kids organizes.

The first nonprofit organization of its kind 
in Massachusetts, Chess and Kids provides an 
intellectually stimulating platform to children 
of all ages and income levels, with the goal of 
using chess as a tool to help move young people 
to excel academically and go on to college.

To learn more about 
how your business 

can sponsor 
chess instruction 

in your community, 
contact Ray Ayrumyan
 at ray@chesskid.org.



BY THE NUMBERS

THE BENEFITS OF
CHESS for KIDS

Across the nation, scientific and 
anecdotal evidence have shown that 
learning chess helps boys and girls 
of all ages and socio-economic 
backgrounds to excel in school. 

Elementary students in NY and LA 
scored 10 percentage points higher 
on reading tests than peers who 
did not play. 

In 1997 in Spring, Texas, fifth-graders 
who played chess scored approximately 
4 points higher on state reading  
assessments and 6 points higher on 
state-mandated math tests than 
classmates who didn’t play. 

A doctoral fellow in Pennsylvania 
recorded enormous gains in critical and 
creative thinking after a cumulative 60 
hours of chess playing among junior 
high school students.

Countless studies have 
shown chess to be an 

effective academic tool 
that helps kids learn better, 

think faster, and concentrate 
longer. It builds 
real-life skills.

The evidence 
is clear:  

PLAYNG 
CHESS 

is good for 
kids’ brains.



WHAT KID CAN’T USE

ANOTHER GOOD 
ROLE MODEL?

Young people need positive role models. Whether their heroes are 
entertainers, athletes, writers, scientists or politicians, there’s likely a 
chess board in that person’s past.
Dozens of Nobel Prize winners claim to be or have been chess players, 
including Winston Churchill, Henry Kissinger, Albert Einstein, 
Barack Obama, and Sinclair Lewis.  
Boxer Lennox Lewis founded an after-school chess program for 
disadvantaged youths, one of whom won a scholarship to Tennessee 
Tech University
Tennis pro Boris Becker coaches No. 1 player in the world, Novak Djokovic, 
and the two of them often play chess.
When billionaires Paul Allen and Bill Gates, co-founders of Microsoft, 
played, Allen won most of the time, according to published reports.
Emmy Award-winning actress Viola Davis donated $30,000 to the chess 
club at Central Falls High School in Rhode Island, where her sister teaches.

Meet 2 of Chess and Kids’
INSTRUCTORS

Ilya Krasik was born in 
St. Petersburg, Russia, 
and began lessons at a 
specialized chess school 
at a young age. He was 

captain of his school’s 
chess team. Ilya moved 

to Boston in 1991, competing in 
scholastic and adult tournaments, 
consistently making the top 50 U.S. 
Junior list. A graduate of Newton North 
High School and University of Massa-
chusetts Boston, Ilya majored in political 
science with an economics minor. A chess 
master himself, Ilya has taught for many 
years and has students who, themselves, 
have become masters, won state titles, and 
received scholarships from prestigious 
universities based on their chess merit.

Chris Williams was born in 
Cambridge, MA and began 
playing chess in elementa-
ry school when a teacher 
introduced him to the game 

at the age of 12. He won his 
first tournament soon after, and 

attained the level of master by age 16. Chris 
has played in hundreds of scholastic and 
adult tournaments. He holds the title of 
2016 Massachusetts State Chess Champion. 
He teaches Chess and Kids students usually 
in the 6- to 12- year-old range. “I try to stress 
the importance of sportsmanship and not 
getting upset if they lose. I tell them, 
‘Mathematically it’s impossible for anyone 
to play and never lose.” Chris is ranked as an 
national master.



Chess and Kids wants to get the 
game of chess into as many schools 
as possible, either as a part of the 
curriculum or an after-school 
activity.  Teachers and principals 
in Greater Boston and all over 
Massachusetts who would like to 
introduce chess to their students, 
but the cost of lessons can be 
prohibitive for school budgets 
already stretched to the limit.

Chess and Kids has a number of 
challenges designed specifically 
for corporate givers.

Corporate dollars allow 
Chess and Kids to provide-
life-changing chess education 
to children who need it most in 
under served areas throughout 
Greater Boston. To the extent 
possible, Chess and Kids will use 
your donation to help children in 
your company’s community or 
service area. If your company 
offers a matching gift program, 
please consider adding Chess and 
Kids to the organizations eligible 
for matching donations. 
The Kids will thank you.

CORPORATE 
DONOR 
PROGRAM

Your charitable and tax deductible contributions can help provide chess lessons 
and support special events and tournaments. Give on line using Chess and Kids’ 

secure server mail a check to 132 Charles St. Suite 200, Newton, 
MA  02466 or call 617-454-4119.

INVEST IN THEIR FUTURE
MAKE THE RIGHT MOVE

CLICK HERE TO DONATE
USING CHESS AND KIDS’

SECURE SERVER

Ask about Chess and Kids’ 
Company Game Nights, Brown 
Bag Chess Lectures or Instruction 
at your workplace, or Gift 
Certificates for Lessons 
for your employees’ children.

http://www.chesskid.org/how-you-can-help

